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Alexis Tierra Cole is 
a senior at the Uni-
versity of Arkansas 
at Pine Bluff, ma-
joring in Business 
Marketing. With her 
degree she plans 
to go into fashion 
since she has al-
ways been a person 
who loves to cre-
ate her own unique 
style. 

Alexis loves real 

and genuine peo-
ple. She has a great 
sense of humor and 
is easy to talk to. The 
Memphis, Tenn. na-
tive loves to help 
others in any way 
that she can. In her 
spare time, Alexis 
likes to travel and 
network. Like most 
students, she en-
joys hanging out 
with friends, shop-
ping, and getting 

her nails done.

When it comes to 
her dining pleasure, 
Alexis has diverse 
tastes. Her favorites 
are soul food and 
Chinese food. 

When she’s relaxing, 
Alexis can be found 
listening to Jazz 
and Gospel music. 
In addition, she not 
only enjoys listen-
ing to music, she 
also likes to make 
her own, playing 
her saxophone. She 
has been the only 
alto saxophonist in 
the Jazz Band for 
three years.

Alexis is the daugh-
ter of Daphanie 
Brown and Wilbert 
Cole. She has five 
siblings, two broth-
ers, two sisters and 
one stepsister. Out 
of all of her siblings, 
Alexis is the baby of 
the bunch. There is 
also a family dog, a 
Dachshund, named 

Star. Alexis says that 
Star is a princess.

Although Alexis 
did not have a tra-
ditional family they 
are still as one. She 
said that her family 
is very supportive 
of one another and 
doesn’t allow any-
thing to come be-
tween them.

Alexis is a part of 
many organiza-
tions, including the 
Black Essence mod-
eling team, the Stu-
dent Government 
Association, and 
the Delta Eta Chap-
ter of Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority Inc. 
Alexis has worked 
very hard to get 
to this point. Be-
coming Miss UAPB 
has been her goal 
since stepping foot 
on university soil. 
Alexis is very proud 
and feels very privi-
leged to serve as 
the university’s 84th 

queen.
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The morning of Tuesday Sep-
tember 24th, 2013 marked a day of 
importance in the affairs of those 
currently associated with the Uni-
versity of Arkansas at Pine Bluff.  
Students, faculty, alumni, and staff 
gathered in the HPER Arena at 
10:30am for this year’s Annual Fall 
Convocation.  A special highlight 
of the event featured a conversa-
tion with Chancellor Laurence B. 
Alexander, who was installed as the 
institution’s new leader earlier this 
year.

Dr. Mary Benjamin, began 
the program by extending a warm 
welcome to Chancellor Alexander 
and his wife, Mrs. Veronica Alexan-
der.  Contents of the program re-
volved around three themes; the 
past, present, and future of UAPB.

Several instances of the occa-
sion reflected the rich history and 
traditions that have occurred at 
UAPB over time.  From the Pledge 
of Allegiance, said in unison by the 
full auditorium, to the singing of 
the Negro National Anthem by the 
Vesper Choir, this event clearly paid 
tribute to those who came before 
us.  Moments such as these dem-
onstrated respect for our nation 
and respect for African American 
history that plays an instrumental 
part in the background of this His-
torical Black College University.   

This year’s Fall Convocation 
took place during HBCU week.  A 
Proclamation by President Barack 
Obama was made on September 
20, 2013 which was read at the pro-
gram by Mrs. Tisha Arnold. The proc-

lamation declared that the days of 
September 22, 2013 through Sep-
tember 28, 2013 be designated as 

a time to acknowledge the contri-
butions that have been made by 
HBCU’s.  This year’s Fall Convocation 
was presented with perfect timing 
as it coincided with the time set 
aside for recognizing these types 
of institutions.

Expressions of things hap-
pening in the present at the uni-
versity were also made mention of.  
The Chancellor’s Executive Coun-
cil was acknowledged as well as 
the current Class Presidents, Class 
Queens, and members of the Stu-
dent Government Association Ex-
ecutive Board.  Mr. Lonza Hardy Jr., 
the Director of Athletics, shared 
information about the different 
teams in the athletics department.  
Cheerleaders and the Marching 
Band pepped up the crowd and led 
the way for a time of school spirit.   

Lastly, the theme that was 
most likely the primary concern 
to those in attendance, especially 
students, was the question of the 

future the university- Where we 
are headed and what is the plan 
to get us there?  The audience had 

the opportunity to engage in a 
question and answer session with 
the chancellor to directly address 
matters and concerns.  Topics that 
were mentioned included issues 
of lighting and safety, quality cus-
tomer service, financial aid servic-
es, and transportation for students.  
All questions presented were re-
sponded to and it was ensured that 
the matters discussed are being 
tended to and are a current work in 
progress.

Impressions drawn from 
Chancellor Alexander’s remarks 
imply that he is glad to be here 
at UAPB.  He shared information 
about his impressive background 
and also shared his thoughts about 
what lies ahead in the future of 
this great university.  One of the 
things that can be admired about 
Chancellor Alexander is that he ex-
hibited incredible enthusiasm.  His 
enthusiasm and experience should 
be a wonderful addition to the Uni-
versity of Arkansas at Pine Bluff.
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PRAXIS CORE 
replaces PRAXIS 
I for Arkansas 

Chancellor’s Convocation 
By Kembria Johnson
The Arkansawyer Staff

NEWS & INFORMATION

 As of September 1, 2013, the 
Arkansas Department of Education 
replaced the PRAXIS I (PPST) test with 
the PRAXIS CORE test. The PRAXIS CORE 
Tests are related to the Common Core 
State Standards (CCSS).  The CCSS stan-
dards have been adopted by Arkansas, 
and at the University of Arkansas at Pine 
Bluff, education majors are now re-
quired to pass the new Praxis Core test 
for entry into the School of Education. 

The PRAXIS CORE Test prices are the 
same as the PRAXIS I Test prices. For 
the combined (3 tests) the test will 
cost $135, and two tests will cost $125. 
The price for one test will $85, and the 
PRAXIS CORE tests are only taken by 
computer

For detailed information about the 
PRAXIS CORE requirements visit: 
http://www.ets.org/ 
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NEWS & INFORMATION (continued)

Wallace Leads 
Student Gov-
ernment Asso-
ciation 
By Frank D. Dorsey, II

ShiAnn M. Wallace is native of 
St. Louis, Missouri and a graduating 

senior here at the University of Ar-
kansas at Pine Bluff studying Biolo-
gy. Since her arrival, she has served 
her class and campus in several ca-
pacities, including but never lim-
ited to: Union Programming Board, 
Sophomore Class Officer, Junior 
Class Officer, Essence of A Woman, 
Yard Voices of Praise (YVP), and a 
Spring 2012 Initiate into Delta Eta 
Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Soror-
ity, Incorporated. 

Serving as a Secretary, with keen 
experience in planning and imple-
menting campus programs, she 

was a key player in last year’s Stu-
dent Government Association, “Just 
Do It” Administration.

Today, President Wallace, with the 
philosophy that “Team Work make 
the Dreams Work”, serves as one 
of the few females in UAPB history 
to stand before us as our mighty 
Commander-in-Chief. So far she has 
proven to be fierce, fearless, and 
faithful.

Under the Leadership of President 
Wallace,  the Student Government 
Association “Cutting Edge” Admin-
istration has been on the prowl to 
make the 2013-2014 school year a 
success. This year’s team has been 
working to create an environment 
to ensure that students succeed in-
side and outside of the classroom. 
Since the beginning of the year, this 
administration has been very hands 
on with freshman orientation, by 
serving as workshop panelist and 
hosting seminars to assist freshmen 
with the transition into college. 

Staying connected to the Pine Bluff 
Community, the Student Govern-
ment Association is currently de-
veloping a mentoring program that 
will allow college to support and 
empower students at Pine Bluff 
High School. 
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FRIDAY | OCTOBER 18 

ANNUAL ALUMNI ASSEMBLY • 10:00 
A.M. KENNETH L. JOHNSON, SR. 
HPER COMPLEX H.O. CLEMMONS 
ARENA 

YOUNG, BLACK & BOLD YARDSHOW 
• 12:00 NOON L.A. DAVIS, SR. 
STUDENT UNION 

ALUMNI AWARDS LUNCHEON 
• 12:30 P.M. PJ’S EVENT CENTER 
TICKETS - $35 | CONTACT: 870-536-
2309 

LADY LIONS SOCCER GAME • 4:00 
P.M. PUMPHREY FIELD 

ALUMNI HALL OF FAME BANQUET • 
7:00 P.M. PINE BLUFF CONVENTION 
CENTER BALLROOM TICKETS - $75 | 
CONTACT 870-536-2309 

HOMECOMING GREEK SHOW 
DOORS OPEN AT 4:00 P.M. • EVENT 
BEGINS AT 7:00 PM PINE BLUFF 
CONVENTION CENTER ARENA 

ADMISSION: $10 IN ADVANCE, $20 
AT THE DOOR CALL (870)575-8360 
FOR ADVANCE PURCHASE

SATURDAY | OCTOBER 19 

HOMECOMING PARADE • 10:00 A.M. 
DOWNTOWN MAIN STREET 

PRE-GAME ACTIVITIES • 12:30 P.M. 

GOLDEN LION STADIUM 
HOMECOMING GAME • 2:30 
P.M. UAPB GOLDEN LIONS VS. 
SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY JAGUARS 
GOLDEN LION STADIUM TO 
PURCHASE TICKETS, CALL (870)575-
8601 

HIGH SCHOOL BAND EXHIBITION • 
7:00 P.M. KENNETH L. JOHNSON, SR. 
HPER COMPLEX H.O. CLEMMONS 
ARENA

Photos courtesy of Archie Howard, III
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UPCOMING EVENTS
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UPCOMING EVENTS (continued)
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Special to UAPB Sports Information

BATON ROUGE -- The UAPB Lady 
Lions evened their Southwestern 
Athletic Conference record at 2-2 
with a five-set win over Southern 
in classic slugfest on Monday night. 
UAPB also improved to 8-18, while 
SU fell to 4-14 and 1-1 in the SWAC.

 
Three Lady Lions had double-digit 

kills in the match. Ashlie Jones led 
the way with 16 kills, 13 digs and six 
aces. Ayanna Parker added 14 kills 
and 17 digs, while Whitney Harris fin-
ished with 10 kills. Jordan Foyer also 
had a double-double with 43 assists 
and 15 digs. Meanwhile, Courtney 
Brand rolled up 23 digs. Rachel Tims 
also had double-digit digs with 12.

 
Phalen Clark led Southern with 

16 kills, 23 assists and 12 digs. 
Deyshia Burden added 11 kills, 

Michelle Williams added 11 digs and 
Chanda Journet tallied 12 assists.

 
All of the sets, with the exception 

of one was decided by less than 
three points. Southern won the 
first set 25-22, but UAPB answered 
with a 25-22 win in set two. Then, 
the Lady Lions rolled to a 25-16 win 
in the third set to take a 2-1 match 
lead. However, Southern rebound-
ed to outlast UAPB in the fourth 
set 26-24 to force the deciding set.

 
The Lady Lions were in a quick 

5-1 before rallying to tie the set at 
8-8. A kill by Audrey Sherles and 
an attack error by SU gave UAPB 
their first lead of the set at 10-8. 
The Jaguars scored three straight 
points to reclaim the lead at 11-10.

 
Back came UAPB with four unan-

swered to get to set point at 14-11. 
But, the Lady Lions couldn’t put the 
match away. SU rallied with three 
straight to tie the set at 14-14. Howev-

er, back-to-back errors by the Jaguars 
ended the battle as UAPB won 16-14.

 
The Lady Lions will be off the 

rest of the week, then return to 
action on Wednesday, Oct. 23 
on the road against Arkansas 
State. Then, they return home 
on Oct. 24 to face Henderson 
State in a non-conference match.

Sports
Volleyball: Lady Lions Edge Southern in Five Sets 
to Even SWAC Record

Special to UAPB Sports Information

PINE BLUFF -- Saturday’s fall exhibition doubleheader 
between UAPB and Arkansas Baptist was washed out 
by thunderstorms and heavy rains in the area. It was 
to be PINK DAY at the ballpark in support of Breast 

Cancer Awareness Month. A possible reschedule date 
has not been determined.

Softball: Fall Exhibition Twin-Bill Rained Out
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Special to UAPB Sports Information

PINE BLUFF -- Texas Southern quar-
terback Homer Causey accounted for 
over 300 yards and four touchdowns 
to lead the Tigers to a 41-28 win over 
Arkansas-Pine Bluff on Saturday at 
Golden Tiger Stadium. The Tigers 
improved to 1-5 and 1-4 in the South-
western Athletic Conference with 
their first win of the season. Mean-
while, defending SWAC champion 
UAPB is still seeking their first win 
of the season, falling to 0-6 and 0-4.

 
Causey rushed for 196 yards and 

two touchdowns on the ground and 
passed for another 138 and a pair of 
scores in the air. He had a 67-yard 
touchdown run and a 49-yard 
touchdown pass in the game.

 
In addition to Causey, running 

back Daveonn Porter rushed for 
156 yards and a 56-yard touch-
down scamper to put the game out 
of reach late in the fourth quarter.

 
As a team, TSU had 355 yards on the 

ground. They entered the game with 
less than 600 for their first five games.

 
UAPB had over 500 yards of total 

offense, 316 yards on the arm of 
quarterback Ben Anderson. Ander-

son through for a touchdown and 
ran for three more. He finished 
the game with 86 yards rushing.

 
Texas Southern took and early 

lead, surprising UAPB with a 
36-yard fieldgoal by Eric Medina 
and a 12-yard TD strike from 
Causey to Edward Perkins-Loving. 
With 7:03 left, TSU had a 10-0 lead.

 
TSU trimmed the lead with a 9-yard 

touchdown run by Anderson, but 
the Tigers answered with a 49-yard 
touchdown pass from Causey to 
Malik Cross. The Causey to Cross 
connection gave TSU a 17-7 lead 
with 1:35 left in the first quarter.

 
TSU increased their lead in the 

second quarter when Causey scored 
on a 12-yard run. The touchdown put 
TSU up 24-7 with 4:03 to go in the 
half. UAPB drove down and scored 
just before the half to cut the TSU 
lead to 24-14 at halftime. Ander-
son capped the 7-play, 55-yard 

drive with his second touchdown 
of the game from 4-yards out.

 
On the first drive of the second 

half, Causey raced right down 
the middle of the UAPB defense 
for his 67-yard touchdown run, 
giving TSU a 31-14 cushion.

 
After going scoreless in the third 

quarter, the Golden Lions got back 
on the board in the fourth. Ander-
son scored for the third time, plow-
ing in from a yard out to make it 
31-21 with 13:14 left in the game.

 
A 44-yard Medina fieldgoal gave 

TSU 34-21 lead, but UAPB got another 
touchdown on a 22-yard touchdown 
pass from Anderson to Cody Swain. 
With 4:41 left, the Golden Lions were 
within a touchdown at 34-28. But, 
on the next TSU possession, Porter 
raced 56 yards on a 2nd-and-5 to pay 
dirt with 2:44 left to ice the game.

Sports (continued)

Special to UAPB Sports Information

ITTA BENA, Miss. -- The Lady Lions 
scored first, but Mississippi Valley 
answered with a pair of goals en 
route to a 2-1 win on Sunday after-
noon. UAPB slipped to 2-11-1 with the 
loss, while MVSU improved to 3-7-1.

 IUAPB took a 1-0 lead on a goal by 
Erica Cervantes in the 11th minute. 
Josee Primeau tied the game for 
the Devilettes with an assisted goal 
in the 14th minute. Shanesse Spratt 
had the assist on the play, tying 
the score at 1-1. Later in the half, 
MVSU took the lead when Primeau 
assisted Nykosi Simmons on the 
go-ahead goal in the 38th minute.

 MVSU outshot UAPB 27-9. UAPB 
keeper Alyssa Cobbs finished the 
game with nine saves, while MVSU 
stopper Shelby Willcocks had five.

 The Lady Lions have pair of 
matches at home for Homecom-
ing weekend. On Friday, they will 
host Alabama A&M, then Alabama 
State comes to town on Sunday.

Soccer: UAPB 
Comes Up 
Short on the 
Road vs. MVSU

Football: 
Comeback 
Falls Short 
for UAPB in 
Loss to Texas 
Southern



Homecoming Recap

* Photos courtesy of Frank D. Dorsey, II

“Sunday’s Best” winner Y’Anna Crawley sings at UAPB’s Gospel Extravaganza
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